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Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and their Queens thy nurſing Mothers... 
For they ſhall not be aſhamed that wait for me, ſaith the Lo Rx D. 
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18 1TH E 


KIN G's Moſt Excellent Majzstrv. 


DREAD SIRE! 
e T hath been the glory of Your Illuſtrious Houſe to 
8 be the patrons and defenders of our happy Conſti- 
PARSE tution, both in Church and State; and Your own 
bright example and devout attachment throws a dignity and 
prevailing influence on the Form of Worſhip Eſtabliſhed. 


The humble Apologiſt for the Church of England can 
no where, therefore, ſo properly and to good purpoſe, be 
admitted to ſeek ſhelter, ſtrength and weight to his feeble 
Effort on Her behalf, as under Vour benign candour and 


auguſt patronage. 


The deſign, rather than the merit of the performance, 
pleads for Your Royal protection; and Your gracious con- 
NOTE ©; THEO deſcenſion 


DEDICATION. 


deſcenſion in permitting this reſpectful approach, commands 
the moſt faithful and affectionate returns of gratitude and 
obedience; which cannot to better effect be expreſſed, than 
in fervent application to the King of Kings, to eſtabliſh Your 
Throne in peace and ſplendor; to preſerve the Congregation 


of Chriſtians, under Your Majeſty's peculiar care, in truth, 


unity and godlineſs; with one conſent fearing Gop, loving 
one another, and paying all honour and dutiful allegiance to 
His Anointed over them - and to crown. Your ſacred Perſon, 
Your moſt excellently accompliſhed and amiable Conſort, 
and the flouriſhing hopes of our ſtability, . with fulneſs of 
joy and bleſſing in this preſent ſtate, till called to a diſtin- 
guiſhed immarceſſible diadem, in the principalities and. do- 

minions Above, | 

So prayeth moſt earneſtly, 3 
May it pleaſe Your MaJesTY, 
ur MajesTY's moſt obedient 
and firmly bounden Subject and Servant, 


HEMENHALL, | | Joſeph P arſons. 


May 18, 1767. 
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Prove all things : hold faſt that which is good. 


5 60 REA T have been the impediments to the progreſs, ho- 
G 8 nour and influence of our holy Religion, from the many 
Ss. DL V diviſions and conteſts, among its profeſſors. 

While one party is buſied to preſide, and eſtabliſh ſome 
peculiar doctrine, form and model of worſhip; another taken up in 
ſupporting different pleas ; duties abſolutely eſſential and important 
are not ſo well inculcated ; and Charity, the band and diſtinction of 
Chriſtians, 1s broken, and ſwallowed up of contention. 

Spiritual pride and cavilling, pettiſh cenſure and falſe zeal, with 
the covering of hypocriſy, ſtart up and prevail againſt purity, meek- 
neſs and love; the truth is evil ſpoken of, and perverſely handled. 

If this be the allowed and much to be lamented ſtate of thoſe who 
are liſted under the banner of Salvation, to follow CuRISH in peace 
and truth, union and righteouſneſs, yet forget and go aſtray from 
the end of their calling; how dangerous is our caſe, how threatning 
the ſymptoms ? to engage every ſerious and thinking mind, to caft 
about to obviate theſe evils; and beſt ſecure the credit and intereſt 


of the profeſſion we are named by; and maintain the peace of the 


community which protects us? 
When the ſpirit of diviſion is gone forth, when many ſeparate, 


and labour to pull down our fences and ſtrongholds, and perhaps 
B meet 
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6 AN APOLOGY FOR THE 


meet not, becauſe hard to firid, a proper reſtriction; how ſhatt- the 
godly and well-difpoſed, Without great caution and warning, be able 
to ſtand, and preſerve their Integrity? 

Although it may be an-Herculean labour, beyond human power, 
to redreſs all grievances of this fort; to prevent oppoſitions and 
diſputings; to eſtabliſh cordial union in faith and worſhip, holineſs 
and love; yet may we not juſtly conceive, and lay it down as a rule 
to reach the heart, that all who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
would be ſaved in their profeſſion, are indiſpenſibly obliged, not 
willingly (and from whence can ariſe neceſſity?) to make or encou- 
rage ſeparations in the family and houſhold of Gop ? 

The bleſſed Apoſtles are recorded to have met with great difficul- 
ties in repelling the rage of diſſention and confuſion which began in 
their time to work; though endowed with power from on high; 
could determine, reprove and rebuke with uncommon clearneſs and 
Authority; yet their preaching and labours did not always prevail 
with their diſciples and hearers, to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the 


"bond of peace: How then ſhall it be now attempted with hopes of 


better ſucceſs? 
But if diviſions will remain, doth it leſs concern every man to 


ſecure his own ſtedfaſtneſs? 

The Author of my text, the great teacher of the Gentiles, (by a 
call from heaven ſet apart and appointed to the facred office) in 
his Epiſtle to the Theſſalonian converts, ſuppoſes different parties, 
and different opinions advanced; but he does not thereupon diſ- 
courage us in our chriftian courſe; he more fitly directs how to 
proceed without detriment : he gives in charge carefully to examine 


the pretenſions and merit of each party, not raſhly eſpouſing, or 


with too much haſte decrying any doctrine: and after due delibera- 
tion, what we find good and approved, there to fix without waver- 


ing and doubtfulneſs. 

We may and we ought to uſe our faculties to conſult and enquire; 
but the reſult muſt be ſteadily to hold faſt and purſue the informa- 
tion and truths we have received; not waver and fall from our ſted- 


faſtneſs, or be led away by the cunning craftineſs of men, who lie 


in wait to deceive.” 
Preve 
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Proue all things, ſaith the divine writer, bold faſt that which is good. 
Here is no ſecret election taught, nor want of power (in any man) 
ſuggeſted, to chooſe what pertaineth to ſalvation ; but all are ad- 
dreſſed to as capable of determining and embracing © the things 
which are for their peace.” The meaning however cannot be, that 
we ſhould try and follow eyery path we may be directed to, and 
by whomſoever; there being deceitful guides, blind, incompetent, 
aſſuming teachers, too buſy and ready to offer themſelves to lead 


men to heaven. 
To attend variety of directions would be the ſure means never to 


arrive at that holy and happy place. The time which ſhould be 
taken in the progreſs of our journey, would be unprofitably ſpent 
in ſearch and enquiry after the way. | 

The plain and approved counſel is, that we adhere to the rule 
and pattern of faith, duty and worſhip, which was in the Apoſtles 
time delivered; and to our ſincere and unprejudiced apprehenſions 
hath to this day moſt reaſon and beſt authority to commend it. 

Before we can prove a thing, or aſcertain its merit, we muſt 
have ſome rule or evidence to weigh and examine it by; with 


ſufficient light and power for a right determination. And, Gop be 


praiſed, we are well provided with rules and affiſtance, both to 
form our notions and guide our practice, and have ability to apply 
them, without having recourſe to, or preſumptuouſly expecting extra- 
ordinary, inward, and divinely infuſed light; and without having any 


abſolute dependence upon the decrees and counſels of men; what- 


ſoever infallibility they may without warrant claim and uſurp. 

The Author of our being hath given the light of reaſon to all 
men; a ſignature and law engraver: on the table of their hearts; 
which heaven-born impreſſion (not dimmed and polluted with luſt, 
or ſophiſticated with vain arguing, but attentively conſulted, with- 
out paſſion or prejudice, without the leaven of malice, or any evil 
ferment within) will rarely fail to point out what to approve or con- 
demn ; what ought to be purſued, and what with diligence to be 
avoided, 
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To this oracle in our minds; the Almighty of his goodneſs and 

' wiſdom hath been pleaſed to add the written rule and teſtimony of 

his Word; a moſt ſure and perfect word ſpoken, and through mani- 
fold ſigns and miracles, authoriſed from himſelf ; and by the ſons of 
Adam to be recourſed to, with the aids of the former light, as the 
complete infallible rule of life and happineſs ; and thus received and 
approved by the learned and wiſe of the generations paſt. By theſe 
ſtandards then, the ſtill voice of reaſon, and the guidance of holy 
ſcripture, muſt all our meaſures be adjuited, our judgments formed, 
and actions influenced. 

And becauſe there is great difference in the capacities, employment, 
and ſtations of men, all not being alike qualified, or having leiſure for 
cloſe and exact enquiry into the nature, extent and obligation of theſe 
abovenamed laws and rules of conduct; though none can be 
bound, or rightfully. required, to act contrary to their own clear 
reaſon and the plain Oractes of Gop; yet in dubious, difficult, and lefs 
amportant caſes, 1t 1s undoubtedly the duty, and for the benefit of the 


unknowing and inferior ſort, to conform and be directed by their 


ſuperiors; who are in place and office for public good; have time and 
ability for a more intimate ſearch into the true ſtate of human obli- 
gations, and may reaſonably be preſumed of under ſtanding and inte- 


grity, counſel and attention, to give weight to their opinion and 


judgment. 

Theſe premiſes offered, and rules laid down, more generally allowed. 
proper, than faithfully applied, to adjuſt miſconceptions and diffe- 
rences; and every man nearer concerned to be himſelf in the right, 

than to convince others of their error; it ſeems eſpecially material and 
for preſent edification, not ſo much to diſplay and enlarge upon tlie 
principles and foundation of Chriſtianity (or the great and myſterious 
doctrine of this ſolemn day) as to prove the profeſſion, faith and wor- 
ſhip, which we of the Church of England eſpouſe to be good and 
__ praiſe-worthy, ſufficient and well adapted to our ſalvation. 


This we ſhall. be glad to do, without giving juſt cauſe of offence - 


to any of our adverſaries; ſhould rather rejoice to win them over to 
the 
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the ſame duty and worſhip ; that with union of hearts and voices, 
Gov may be glorified, through our Lord Jzsvs CnhRISsT, the great 
captain and author of our profeſſion. 

When it is calmly conſidered that we have reaſon and the 
word of Gop on our fide, and no very convincing arguments 
againſt us, but ſuch as men of weak minds, ſelfiſh and fintul 
paſſions, under the influence of wild deluſion, may ſuggeſt : 
reflection and judgment of this ſort ſeriouſly admitted, may have 
the happy effect to conciliate and bring over to our communion 
thoſe, who through prejudice and education, miſtake and miſin- 
formation, falſe light and defective reaſoning, have diſapproved 
and avoided it; and can ſurely do no leſs than firmly engage all, 
who ſay they are of us, attached to the ſame form of worſhip, 
to walk worthy their vocation in all godlineſs and meekneſs, 
peace and honeſty; and likewiſe to be ſtedfaſt and firmly united 
againſt all attempts from the prejudiced and deluded; or from 
obſtinate oppoſers to fo excellent and well-founded an eſtabliſh- 
ment: What, muſt the preacher be filent, if he ſpeak not. as 
angels, and utter things never heard before.? 

It may indeed be difficult to ſay. any thing new, or. ſo well as 
hath been before delivered by word and writing, on this intereſt- 
ing ſubject; yet it will not, we. preſume, be altogether. unprofit- 
able to ſtir up the minds of ſome by way of remembrance, and 
and to excite others to examine and revolve the merit of the things 
they have been taught to profeſs. 

Is not this of utmoſt moment, in theſe days of wavering and 
inſtability, when the members and miniſters of the Church of 
England are ſo openly and buſily attacked? when miſchievons and 
threatening agents on every ſide. ariſe, to perplex and diſturb us, 
to blaſt the beauty and weaken the ſtrength of our Sion? ſome- 
by the machinations of. ſpiritual tyranny, groſs. idolatry and vain. 
ſuperſtition, uſing all kind of ftratagems to overturn our happy: 
conſtitution, civil and religious; others, through the crafty: 
aſpirings of hypocriſy and wild enthuſiaſm, attempting to under- 

mine. 
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mine and unſettle us; both from the fame ſpring of malevo- 
lence to our flouriſhing ſtate, preſent ſecurity and peace; and, 
above all, detrimental to our future hope 

A third fort engaged 1 m the dark, boundleſs, and barren field of 
controverſy, upon points inexplicable (wiſely inveloped in clouds 
and darkneſs, to obſtruct the impertinent eye, to defeat the pur- 
pole of an impious malevolent and ſenſual heart; to ſet bounds, 
and command reverence and modeſty, to the proud and daring 
underſtanding) therefore not concerning, or matter of human 
enquiry ; endleſs queſtions which tend to ſtrife, rather than edi- 
fying: or elfe, to as little purpoſe, buſied in uſeleſs contention 
about the foundation, beauty and nature of moral obligations 
and duties; without a due zeal, by innocence, ſoberneſs of think- 
ing and charity, to ſerve and obey the commands and plainly 
revealed will of the Lord our maker; in purity and peace, union 
and real godlineſs; all of them alike adverſaries to truth and ſted- 
faſtneſs, in the purity and intent of it. 

Shall enemies thus uſe all methods and arts to confound, divide 
and deſtroy? and ſhall not friends be alarmed, and think it high 
time to aſſociate and combine for union and ſafety ? 

We have need in this critical juncture to weigh and conſider the 


_ ſtrengths by which we ſtand, and never ſwerve from the way of 


truth and righteouſneſs. 

Is not the communion and way of worſhip we join in of mo- 
ment ? Is it not of importance, that we have fellowſhip with Gop 
and our Sa viobox, and publickly own ourſelves members of that 
ſociety and body of which Cnz1sT is the head? Are not our 
fouls, is not our all at ftake, and upon the precipice of eternal 
ruin? And what can be the ſolid foundation of our hope, if 
we are not in the faith to lay hold of Him, who is the rock of 


ſalvation, and author of bleſſing and peace? if we walk not with 


them, who worſhip the Lord J=svs in fincerity and truth, to 
whom the promiſes are made, and heaven opened ? If this be not 


of conſequence to the ſons of men, what is? To what more ex- 
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cellent and intereſting purpoſe can all our faculties and attention 
be directed, than to be ſettled in a right faith, practice and 
worſhip ? 

They who neglect this great concern, whatever be their ſtation 
and pretence, their life is a vain ſhew ; they know nothing moſt 
needful for them to know ; are led by purpoſes and views that 
cannot profit; their pomp and their ſplendor 1s but for a moment ; 
and their judgment of no merit; for darkneſs and contuſion en- 
compals them. | 

If any have been fo ill inſtructed as not to make it matter of 
conſcience to join in the congregation of faithful worſhippers of 
their ſupreme Governor and Judge on earth, how ſhall they hope 
to be admitted into the joys and preſence of his ſaints in glory? 

To help ourſelves in this weighty ſearch, that we may be guided 
by principle and knowledge, not vain illuſions, or the fallacious 
arguments of aſſuming philoſophy ; or even the example of the 
proud and profane ſcorner, how high ſoever exalted ; let us pauſe 
and recollect: What doth reaſon and the works of nature plainly 
teach? That there is a Being above all, author and preſerver of 
the things which do exiſt ; infinite in all perfections, and commu- 
nicative of his fulneſs; hath therefore a right to the public wor- 
ſhip, adoration and love of all, who can pay Him reaſonable 
ſervice. 

Every one who thinks, and uſes his mental faculties, muſt be 
convinced how neceſſary and immediate our connection and de- 
pendence, for life, breath, and all things comfortable and conve- 
nient, is and muſt be on this firſt original Parent and Cauſe of the 
world, and the inhabitants thereof; how incumbent and reaſon- 
able our inward gratitude and outward public veneration. None 
but the branded, and pointed to in the ſacred records, as void of 
underſtanding ; clouded with ſenſuality ; puffed up with vain- 
glory; enemies to human and ſocial peace; have failed to be una- 
nimous in this aſſent. Who indeed but fools, the moſt deficient 


and viler ſort of the human ſpecies (becauſe ſenſeleſs and ungrateful) 
can 
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can ever diſpute the exiſtence, or ſhew neglect of the great Giver 
and Support-of their being? The liberal Beſtower of the talents 
and bleſſings they abuſe ! | 

If their own ſhame doth not cover them, can they be held in 
honour, or have deference paid to their judgment, among thoſe 
better enlightened and diſpoſed, who are © lowly in their own eyes, 
make much of them that fear the Loxp;” and are aſſiduous, by 
ſuitable outward behaviour, to give proof of their heart's reſpe& ? 


They who pretend to live without GoD in the world, or the 


public worſhip of a ſupreme Cauſe and Governor, can they be bet- 
ter accounted of than a diſtaſteful generation, that ſet not their 
hearts aright; an offence and nuiſance to the ſober thinking part 
of mankind ? Their heads command no eſteem, and, for the moſt 
part, their actions and courſe of life are abominable. 

How induſtrious ſoever ſome puny and malevolent dablers, bold 
and free-thinkers, but inaccurate and comfortleſs reaſoners, may 
have been to repreſent the reverence of a ſupreme Being, as an 
argument of weak abilities and ſuperſtitious fear ; hath it not 
more juſtly been celebrated, as the higheſt token of human under- 
ſtanding, in the opinion of moſt conſummate and experienced 
judges, confirmed by the general ſuffrage of the beſt and moſt 


enlightened ages? The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom ; and to de- 


part from evil is undenlanding, Job xxvin. 28. Eccles. xii. 13. 

The wanton wit and effrontery of ſhort-ſighted licentious men 
can never overthrow, how ſoever they may vilely attack, this im- 
pregnable and important fort, with all the artillery of malice, 
poiſonous and bitter arrows. 

But though the belief of a Gop, and the juſt tribute of worſhip 
due to him, be thus generally aſſented to and well ſupported, there 
hath not been the fame agreement in the-manner and method of 
keeping up holy intercourſe with this fupreme Power; © abundant 
m wiſdom, goodneſs and majeſty.” 

Many who had improved the light of reaſon, convinced of a 
divinity and human obligations, were yet at a loſs, and guilty of 

| great 
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great miſtakes, in this material point; run, into moſt egregious 
errors of addreſs to the divine power, not ſo much (as hath been 
ſuggeſted) from the contrivance and influence of man's policy, 
(which may have built upon, but never invented and laid the an- 
cient foundations) as led by the tradition of their fathers, which 
through the channels they had paſſed, received different tinges, 
varying wide from the original ſpring. Her! 

To a pious. well-diſpoſed mind (not full of its own powers, or 
fond to advance oppoſition, novel and uncouth paradoxes) it may 
appear no groundleſs conception, but according to truth and fact, 
that all the idolatrous forms of worſhip that have exiſted, had 
their ſource from revelation, corrupted or miſunderſtood. 

Among thoſe who profeſs to own the authority of the Old Tef- 
tament, is it not matter of ſurprize, that any ſhould engage in 
controverſy about the light and power of man, in his natural un- 
revealed ſtate, when it does not appear, man ever exiſted without 
ſome degree of external and ſupernatural light ? 

As ſure, and as ſoon as man was made, he had the will of his 
Maker, and what He expected from him, -plainly revealed, and 
was not left to collect it from his own reaſoning and reflection: 
how elegantly ſoever a poetic and refined imagination may repre- 
ſent. | | 
Some of the wiſe ſages of antiquity, not ſufficiently apprized of 
the communications holy men of old were dignified with from 
Heaven; and contemplating the groſs abſurdities received, have 
declared a ſpecial revelation from thence needful to conduct 
men in their approach to, and worſhip of the livingGop. 

The power and majeſty, to whom divine honour. is due, can- 
not fail to direct men to an acceptable and holy addreſs : that muſt 
be a perfect model to frame and govern our hearts and minds, 
and external behaviour, . which * cometh down from the Father 
« of lights, in whom we live, move, and have our being.“ This 
is the dictate and ſentiment of human reaſon ; and even our moſt 


preciſe adverſaries acknowledge, or pretend to acknowledge, how- 


ſoever they miſunderſtand or pervert their meaning, that the holy 
ſcriptures contain the manifeſtation of the will of Gop; where 
C then 
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then is their ground for oppoſition, and ſeparation from legal 
communion in holy offices with their (chriſtian brethren ; who 
aver to hold no doctrine, require no practice, and. preſcribe no 
form of worſhip, but ſuch as the rules and authority from Heaven 
do appear, either directly or conſequentially, to warrant and ap- 
prove? | 

Here it hath been unhappily urged, and is it not ſtil! inſiſted 
upon, (let the wiſe judge how pertinently-!) that though the Word 
and Revelation of 'Gop be the declared rule of faith and worſhip 
in the Church Eſtabliſhed, yet many rites and obſervances are 
retained, for which there is no expreſs revelation. | 
1s it not ſufficient that nothing be held contrary to the written 

Word, or inſiſted upon, as of equal obligation and weight? 
The divine Oracles were given to bring light and inſtruction in 
every good work; is any work to be decried as evil, becauſe not 
thereby directiy pointed to ? | 

The light we have received from above, could not be deſigned 
to interfere with and ſet afide man's reaſon and natural powers, 
Þat to help and improve them; theſe came from the ſame wiſdom 
attd counſel; and in matters where the ſcriptures are ſilent, the 
determinations of reaſon, with the precedent of well-grounded 
and received cuſtom, have juſt claim to regard. 


adverſary, that the things we retain, and are objected to, if not 
in ſcripture declared, are yet conformable thereto, and authoriſed 
Þy the uſage of the Apoſtles and their neareſt ſucceſſors, and ap- 
proved by the concurrence of many ages. But if we had neither 
precept or precedent to plead, what the Church of England requires 
From her members is of ſo reſpectable a nature, agreeable to the 
JiRates of ſober unprejudiced reaſon, well calculated for the ad- 
vancement of piety, love, and decency ; that they who diſſent, 
and oppoſe themſelves, ſeem without excuſe. = 

Their allegations and objections appear of ſo trifling conſe- 
quence, that although through the indulgence of a mild and gra- 
cious adminiſtration, (by favour of Heaven, in the hands and 


council of a Prince, not leſs deſervedly than greatly beloved) they 
may 


It is a ſtep to our vindication, and giweth no advantage to the 
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may be exempted from human penalties for thwarting an excellent 


eſtabliſhment ; yet it concerns them to lay to heart, how they can 
be juſtified before Gon, for ſeparating from their brethren, to the 
breach of chriſtian love and communion in holy offices; alſo ha- 


zarding the peace of the ſtate; beſt kept up and preſerved by 


reſpect to © Rulers, ruling in the fear of Gop ;” by unanimity, order 
and ſubmiſſion in them of low degree. 

The whole creation is uniform, beautiful and regular; its ſe- 
veral parts adapted to one general purpoſe; the ſetting forth the 
glory, goodneſs and wiſdom of the Creator; and will not the 
beauty of holineſs and religious worſhip ſhine with greateſt luſtre, 
where the fulleſt harmony and union of minds and voices is ſeri- 
ouſly laboured after and preſerved ? 

Can any Society be maintained without government? Shall 
there be no diſtinction, precedence and order, in the * and 
community of chriſtians? 

If Cuxisr be their head, hath he not conftituted Rulers and 
Officers under him ? 

Who are thoſe that would level, whom God hath diſtinguiſhed 
by his call, his gifts and operations ? ? 

This wiſe diſtinction was by no means intended for private pur- 
poſe, to ſet one man above another, to lord it over his brethren, 
but for the benefit of the chriſtian ſociety, which cannot fo well 
be ſupported without ſubordination. 

The miniſtrations and degrees of men, which appear by CHRIST 
himſelf to be ordained in his holy church, who hath power in our 
days to leſſen and annul ? 

Can inſolence and calumny, or pretended inſpiration, defeat t the 
efficacy and power of their miniſtry, who are regularly and di- 
vinely appointed to be the meſſengers and miniſters of ſalvation 


to the ſons of men? 


Who, though they claim no infallibility and perfection, or em- 


pire over the minds of men, have yet ſurely a right to be reſpected, 
as the ſervants of Gop, ſpecially devoted to be public Hm in 
n n to life and godlineſs. 5 
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In vain do they profeſs to believe Revelation (ar the authority 
of the ſcriptures) who deny this. | 

Our preaching is intended only to them who fear God, ac- 
knowledge the manifeſtation of his Word and Will; and think 
themſelves intereſted, under the chriſtian banner, to follow truth, 
union and righteouſneſs. By theſe we truſt patiently to be heard. 

Hath the government and authority of Biſhops, and their care 
and aſſignment of Paſtors over our ſeveral congregations and diſ- 
tricts been objected to, and is ſtill perverſely oppoſed ? Was it not 
the command of CuRISr, before he was glorified, that all nations 
ſhould be baptized and taught to believe and obey the Goſpel? 

For the execution and fulfilling of this divine purpoſe, was not 
an order of men neceſſary to be publickly called and ſeparated ? 
The twelve Apoſtles, and ſeventy of his ſpecial Diſciples, were ap- 
pointed by our LorD himſelf, and during his earthly abode, to 
teach and make known the power and coming of his kingdom, 
and to prepare men to become the fit ſubjects thereof; and this. 
when the civil powers in being oppoſed both him and his doctrine. 
CHRIST was the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls.” Thoſe whom 
he had called were, in different degree and order, officers and in- 
ſtruments under him, with power to ſpread and propagate his 
heavenly leſſons, and win men to the love and obedience. of holi- 
neſs and truth. 

When the great and faithful Maſter of the Flock had laid down 
his life for his ſheep, and was gone into the heavenly places to 
prepare happy manſions for his ſteady adherents and followers ; 

the burden and charge of his Apoſtles and ſubſtitutes was increaſed. 
Ak his departure did he not devolve upon them like power and 
authority, Which he had himſelf received; with a ſpecial promiſe” 
of his peculiar and continued preſence to them and their appointed 
ſucceſſors, to enable them to execute it? And was began abun- 
dantly and evidently to be confirmed by the deſeent of the holy 
-Ghoſt not many days after. 

As the almighty ſupreme Father had ent Hun to be the Saviour 
and Inſtructor of the world; ſo He ſends and authoriſes them to 
be witneſſes of his reſurrection and the glory of his power in Hea- 

| ven, 
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ven, and of the gifts and offices he diſtributed on earth: and from 

theſe ſtriking motives to invite and engage their diſciples and 
hearers to ſeek happineſs and lifethrough Him that had been thus 
manifeſted to the world; and to make public and ſettled proviſion, 
that upon their deceaſe there might be always, to the lateſt ages, 
perſons of the ſame holy function and employ. 

How well they fulfilled this high calling and charge, may be 
eollected from their A#s and Epiſtles publickly recorded; and from 
the ſpreading ſucceſs and continued eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. 
To whieh alſo agrees and. teſtifies the practice of our Church, in 
appointing this day (Trinity Sunday) for one of the ſolemn ſeaſons 
to ordain fit perſons for the ſervice of the ſacred Miniſtry. 

Theſe divine preachers. ſoon diſperſed themſelves through the 
borders of the earth, and believers in the Lord Jesus were mul- 
tiplied in every place. 

When by death or other occaſion, the Apoſtle who had wrought 
the bleſſed effect of converſion, and bringing men to the chriſtian 
obedience and faith in one place, was called and removed to.an- 
other; care was taken by himſelf, or ſome other of the ſame dig- 
nity, for the appointment of a fit perſon to be left to forward the 
good work begun, and that there might be no want of a faithful 
and able inſtructor in righteouſneſs and the truths of the Goſpel. 

Thus the great Teacher of the Gentiles reminds Titus, chap. 1 5. 


for what cauſe he left him in Crete, that he ſhould “ ſet. in order 


te the things that were wanting, and ordain Flders, (or Prieſts as 


the word may be rendered) ** in every city ;” as he had appointed 


him. 


- Plain are the directions: given to Timothy and Titus, „both inveſted | 
with epiſcopal power and; charge, one over Crete, the other over 
Epheſus, concerning the moral qualifications, doctrine and abilities, 
to be required in thoſe appointed to inſtruct others in the chriſtian 


faith, and terms of holy communion and ſellowſhip. 
That the firſt converts to the faith were. at any time or place 
left without a regular ſhepherd and guide, or had it recommended 


to them, or even conceived. it to be in their power and option to 


chooſe and ordain to themſelves Teachers, can hardly be proved by 
. any 
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any inſtance from ſcripture or antiquity ; nor do we find that any 
gifted man, in the language of moderrt times, ever preſutned to 
take upon himſelf ſuch diſtinguiſhed office, without manifeſt tokens 
of divine commiſſion and power, or apoſtolical approbation, by 
impoſition of hands and prayer. 

In the charge to Timotty it is mentioned, 2 Epiſt. chap. iv. that 
te the time would come, when heaters, having itching: ears, after 
* their own luſts ſhoald heap to themſelves Teachers, and turn 
* away their ears from truth, and be turned unto fables: ” and 
the reaſon of their revolt and ſchiſm was, © becauſe' they would 
* not endure ſound doctrine; are therefore fore-marked, and 
condemned, not ſet forth as precedents to follow. 

What ſhall we ſay, to ſee thefe prophetic Scriptures fulfilled ; 
and men of forward factious principles, of a private and petulant 
ſpirit, to ariſe to the diſturbance of public decency, union and 
order? who from the workings of a wild imagination, or the cor- 
ruption of a perverſe and evil heart, thruft themſelves preſumptu- 
ouſly into this ſacred office; ſpread doctrines ſubverſive of truth 
and real righteouſneſs; and under pretence of ſaving and convert- 
ing ſouls, lead many to perdition ? Deceivers have been and are 
in the world, of whom it concerneth the godly and wiſe to beware, 


and take in good part the endeavours of thoſe who warn and ad- 


moniſh them. 
To what effect can a man preach and baptize, officiate and ex- 


ecute a commiſſion in things ſpiritual and belonging to Gop, un- 
lels he r ſent? We have both direction and precedent, that © no 
„ man take this honour unto himſelf, but he that 1 1s called of 
Go b, as was Aaron,” Rom. x. 15. Heb. v. 4. 

Is not the charge of ſending forth Goſpel Miniſters wiſely, as 
was originally, committed to rhe Overſeers in Cur1sT, men of ap- 
proved knowledge and piety, conſecrated to this ſpecial purpoſe by 
laying on of hands and prayer, in undoubted ſueceſſion from the 
Apoſtles, the firſt Planters and Governors of the Chriſtian 
Church; and have ſanction and'endowment from the civil powers 


in being, freely and hotiourably to execute this high office? 
ee. tiles R935 : 23119101971 0} 51:5 ob: It 
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It may be caſily traced from whence oppoſition to this ſacred order 
hath ſpruvg, but very difficult to prove, that in ancient times any 
congregation of Chriſtians diſclaimed connection or dependence on 
thoſe ſubſtitutes, according to the will of CHRIST the head, ap- 


pointed to have the rule over them. 
And is there not room with regret to ſay, that in theſe latter days 


diſſidents appear to have ariſen; not ſo much influenced by the dic- 
tates of a ſincere conſcience, or the genuine leſſons of Revelation and 
ſound Reaſon, as led and carried away by caprice and vain enthu- 
ſiaſm, evil paſſions and luſts, or the views and intereſts, the crafts 
and policies of a deſigning world? 

If the ordaining Miniſters (inſpection of their doctrine and beha- 
viour, aſſigning their cures, with power of cenſure) be the ſphere of 
epiſcopal power, to what can. we better refer the manner of their mi- 
niſtration in things ſacred, than to the direction of the ſame power? 

Can it be judged fitting that the ſubject, form and manner of our 
public Offices in the ſervice of God, ſhould be left to the immediate 
conception and utterance of any particular Teacher? Would he not 
be apt to pour forth things belonging to himſelf, or to thoſe who 
from a ſpirit of oppoſition, deluſion and vanity, pay and encourage 
him; rather than what ſuits the occaſion, and may be for the edifi- 
cation and fervour of others? 

Can any man, without much preſumption or a better light than 
hath in our days been manifeſted, judge himſelf capable and ſufficient 
to addreſs the Almighty in the ſolemn acts of his worſhip, without 
great ſeriouſneſs and preparation of mind ? 

Is not praying with the underſtanding, memory and heart, a-more 
probable means to have the Holy Spirit accompany and help our in- 
firmities, and plead for us at the throne of grace, than ſpeaking as 
one that bableth, under the illuſion of a vain and wild imagination? 
Shall the moſt high Gop be drawn nigh unto without veneration and: 
reſpect, with ſuch confuſion and noiſe, words without meaning, vain: 
repetitions, if not reproach and blaſphemy, to be heard in our mo- 
dern Tabernacles? Is not our application to heaven in the ſolemn 
aſſembly beſt committed to the judgment of thoſe. of higheſt repute 


and order in the Church? 
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The form of public prayer and worſhip received among us was 


not only Judicioufly drawn up and compoſed in conformity to ſerip- 


ture doctrine, pattern and rules; eſtabliſhed by the wiſdom and au- 


thority of Biſhops, as likewiſe confirmed and enjoined by the ſtatute 


laws of our country, but is in itſelf an excellent reaſonable ſervice : 


hable to no Juſt objection in candor, truth and ſoberneſs. 

Do any need at this time of day, doth the wild and novel turn of the 

age make 1t needful to be convinced, how pious and reaſonable the 

Church of England Service is? How wiſely it provides for uniformity of 

worthip ? Let them but candidly and carefully read our office book. 
Are not the prayers well adapted to give right apprehenſions of 

Gop our Creator, IESsus CHRIST our Redeemer, and the Hory 


Gos r our Sanctifier; and properly expreſſive of the deficiencies 


and cravings of man, his creature and workmanſhip ? 

What but prejudice and weakneſs of judgment, want of conſidera- 
tion, or perverſe oppoſition, a fondneſs for grimace and novelty, can 
move any to plead for the extempore effuſions uſual in our new col- 
lected aſſemblies, as preferable to ſuch ſolid, devout, and well-worded 
compolitions ? | 
A previous ſenſe and conviction of our wants and neceſſities, of 
the matter and importance of our prayers, and of the power and 
wiſdom of the Great Object we addreſs, is of mighty conſequence, 
to make our devout and ſolemn ſervice effectual to the glory of Gop 
and our own ſalvation : and for this are we not provided with an 


- affecting authoriſed Book, to be digeſted at home, that our attend- 


ance in the houſe of Gop may be the more prepared, rational, and 
pertect ? Every point concurs to pfove the excellency and wiſdom 
of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. I ſhall crave leave to mention 


one thing more. 


Hath not our Church due regard for the edification and improve- 
ment of the members of her communion in all Chriſtian Knowledge? 
Is it with truth and reaſon ſuggeſted, that there is better inftruction, 
and the power and effects of the holy Spirit more viſible among re- 
volting Sectaries, than in Church Societies and Aſſemblies ? 


here may be many hypocritical pretenders; but (whatever be the | 


boaſts of our itinerant preachers) few, I fear, have advanced one jot 
34 In | the 
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the more in Chriſtian perfection by their oppoſition to, and ſeparation 
from the eſtabliſhment. 

Time and experience have already begun to diſcover, and doubt- 
leſs will bring further to light, the wild preſumption and miſtakes 
of our modern Enthuſiaſts; and fully evince their principles and 
pretences to be both pernicious and fallacious, and their practices 
groſly obnoxious. 

Their own Journals and Writings afford no teſtimony in their fa- 
vour. If the Leaders through a. vain and lying ſpirit have gone 
aſtray, is it to be wondered at that their perverted and ignorant Fol- 
lowers will not hearken to the truths which ſhould convert and fave 
them from the deſtruction of their own deluſion ? 

Where are we infallibly to go but to the Oracles of God for the 
words of eternal life ? Are not the holy Scriptures the fountains of 
ſaving knowledge? Do they not contain the diſcourſes and facts of 
CuR1sT and his Apoſtles, by which thouſands were converted and 
brought over to the faith? Can any method be more effectual for 
edification, and to miniſter grace to the hearers, than to hear the 


doctrines and precepts of Chriſtianity publicly and diſtinctly read; 


(not with a drawling and canting tone, as the manner of ſome is, to 
catch the weak and vulgar, but with proper and manly emphaſis 
pronounced) as they delivered them, who indeed ſpake with au- 
e thority, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt ? ” 

From theſe evident and commanding leſſons of truth and godlineſs, 
ſhall we turn away to follow the frothy deluſions of men; who, be- 
yond meaſure or conyincing proof, exalt themſelves? whoſe call, 
whoſe ſpirit and forwardneſs, it is hard to know whence it is, unleſs 
by the crude unintelligible notions about the New Birth, Experience, 
Tuſtification, Feelings, Impulſes, Aſſurances, and other prejudices they 
inſt], altogether detrimental to true piety, order and love; with the 
manifold heart-burnings and diviſions they notoriouſly kindle in Pa- 
riſhes and Families; we may conclude their working, travelling and 


labour, not to be of Gop : howſoever plaufible and ſpecious it may 
appear to their poor perverted hearers, or be interpreted by their 
own vain and mtoxicated minds. 

Can we, my Brethren, I ſpeak as unto wiſe men, ſerious, and in 
their 
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their right minds, can we too cautiouſly guard againſt thoſe who, 
led by a wild unruly ſpirit, and travelling in the tranſports of enthu- 


- fiaſtic zeal, ſpread forth confuſion, diſobedience to Governors, and 


every evil work, under pretence of reformation and purer godlineſs; 
and publicly decry the inſtituted Miniſtry and Ordinances of our 


Chriſtian profeſſion ? 
Have we not the ſeal and teſtimony of an Apoſtle and meſſenger of 


the Lokp, 2 Tim. ili. 1 5. that the ſcripture is able to make wile unto 


Salvation; is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
« inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the man of Gop may be perfect, 
te thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works? Is it then a dead letter, 
a ſealed cover, which cannot edify and inform, but by Preaching 
and Methodiſt diſcloſing; or ſome inward illumination and feeling, 


and ſpecial demonſtration of the Spirit; as our new adverſaries, 


intermeddling and bawling ſtrollers, vainly propagate. 

Shall Gop, or man by his inſpiration and authority, write, and 
the writing not to be underſtood ? Mult the underſtanding and heart 
be miraculouſly affected and opened, before it can feel and know the 
contents and interpretation of the divine meſſage? Are the natural 

wers of no uſe? Have theſe * men the only true 
key of ſaving knowledge? 

Extraordinary illumination may be mlcaſfiry to explain myſteries 
and to apply prophecies, Luls xxiv. 45. but not to diſcover the prac- 
tical doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity, ſo far as is needful to each 
man's Salvation; which he that runneth may read, and a child know 


enough of the holy ee to be made wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Jim. 


ni. 15. 
Beſides the written Word weekly ſounded in our congregations; 


have we not learned, regular and godly Preachers, properly and pub- 


licly ordained ; is not his Day, as before obſerved, ſpecially ſet apart, 
that there might not be wanting fit perſons to ſet forth, explain and 
enforce theſe Scriptures, the Word of Gov, upon the minds of the 

le? It is not then for want of the means of knowledge and of 
the fear of Gop, that many go aſtray and ſeek after novelties. Ts it 
not rather through weakneſs of head, corruption of heart, the inſti- 
gation of Satan, or ſome lure from the world, or their connections in 


it, that any turn their backs on the true * offered in our ſolemn 
aſſemblies, 
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aſſemblies, to run after the falſe glare and wild illuminations in too 
many places now exhibited ? 

We may appeal to the impartial and judicious, whether the Diſ- 
courſes among us have not merit to deſerve attention, and ſufficient 
to enrich the Soul with ſaving knowledge? and if good example will 
ſway, whether there are not to be met with in our communion many 
religious, ſober and orderly livers ; who do indeed adorn the doctrine 
of CuRIiSsT by the ſoundneſs of their faith and purity of their morals, 
extenſiveneſs of their good works, and charity; feeling the power and 
warmth of godlineſs at the heart; not wearing only the form of it ? 

If any call themſelves of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and are found pro- 
fane, profligate and immoral, it is an invidious and unjuſt inſinua- 
tion, that our communion gives licenſe to Sin: ſuch belong not to 
us, nor will any true Church of Gop acknowledge connection with 
them, till they reform and amend, 

The wicked, of whatever denomination or ſect, who obey not 
the Goſpel precepts, cannot be of the Goſpel communion, but rather 
of the ſynagogue of Satan; though they bow down to the Pope's In- 
fallibility, or are dupes to the deluſions of the moſt preſumptuous 
modern enthuſiaſt. 

The time would fail me to mention every particular, nor would I 
weary your pious minds, to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of ſeparation 
from our communion. Permit me only further to remind, you, and 
obſerve, that the more our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. is enquired into, 
the ſtronger inducement {hall we find for ſtedfaſtneſs in our profeſ- 
ſion, and to make it ſtrict matter of conſcience to conform our worſhip, 
our lives and demeanour, agreeably to the wiſe and holy rules thereof, 

It hath Reaſon, Scripture, with the opinion and practice of the 
firſt and pureſt ages of Chriſtianity for its foundation; and the affent 
and approbation of our Governors, to filence unreaſonable oppoſers. 
It owns no doctrine neceſſary to Salvation but what is plainly re- 
vealed ; where the Oracles of Gop are ſilent, it requires obedience 
and attention to thoſe {et over to teach and admoruth us. | 

Is not ſubmiſſion to the higher powers expreſs. matter of duty, ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve decency and order? beſides reverence and reſpect 


due to our ſpiritual Governgrs, will not regard to ſocial peace and 
D 2 union 
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union have weight with the well- inſtructed and humble, to engage 
their conformity, where fin lieth not at the door of ſuch prudent 
compliance ? 

If the mildneſs and wiſdom of human government, the hardnefs 
of mens hearts, or the perverſe run of evil times, may occaſion 
connivance, or public indulgence to Nonconformity with what is 
eſtabliſhed, it doubtleſs aggravates rather than extenuates their of- 
tence, who walk diſorderly under the winning motives of love and 
tenderneſs, and will not be prevailed on to comply with the civil and 
religious maxims of the community where they live, when no law of 

Gop interferes, but rather enforces ſubjection. 

Doth not the Almighty prefer obedience, peace and love, to the 
moſt coſtly and ſublime ſacrifices? Will he not accept a ſupplicant 
with diſpoſitions of this fort? A heart fraught with penitence and 
meekneſs, humility and benevolence, in a leſs perfect way of devo- 
tion ; rather than were he full of himſelf, high-minded, prompt to 
diſobey and make differences among chriſtian brethren, through a 
pretence of addreſſing Gop in a purer and more ſpiritual manner? 

Setting up and encouraging ſeparate aſſemblies and diſcordant 
modes of worſhip, comes little ſhort of the guilt in multiplying the 
objects thereof; occaſions, at leaſt, confuſion and diſtraction in the 
minds of many; carries them from the main point of pleaſing Gop, 


and in ſingleneſs of heart following holineſs, peace and love; and 


furniſhes ſome with excuſes for Infidelity and Atheiſm. 

So many are the differences and various the perſuaſions among 
thoſe who profeſs Religion, that they pretend a difficulty to know 
where to fix; and by joining ſteadily in no ſociety for worſhip, are 
by degrees led to a total negle& of Gop, and even the appearance of 
Religion; if they mix not with the profane and ſcoffers, and run into 
every levelling and confounding meaſure. 

Hence ariſes that inundation of Profaneneſs and rampant Liber- 
tiniſm, diſſolute, deſperate, and riotous diſturbances, which threaten 
the overthrow of all ſocial bounds, and fap the foundation of all 
righteous government. 

"Where is no fear and true worſhip of Gop, there muſt be confu- 


ſion and every evil work. Honour is a bubdle, carried away with 
every 
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every puff, in a mind barren of religious impreſſions ; it can be no 
ſtay to human tranquillity in ſocial or private life. Laws and Govern- 
ment have their chief ſtrength and ſupport from the terrors and mo- 
tives of the world to come. 

And who muſt anſwer for the bitter devaſtation and miſchiefs to 
follow the overthrow of theſe ſacred bounds ; the ſcenes of miſery to 
be introduced in our preſent ſtate; and the ſorrows of a long eter- 
nity to be encreaſed to them whoſe hearts admit no control, and are 
deſperately bent to do evil? Who doth not ſhudder at the thoughts 


of ſuch immenſe deſolation? And ſhall not they lay to heart and 


conſider, who directly and openly, by converſation and writing, 
propagate Infidelity and Irrehgion ; or through a miſtaken zeal diſ- 
ſent from the Eſtabliſned Worſhip, and are found buſy in making 
diviſions, and unſettling the minds of the ignorant and unwary ? 
Could the thinking part of Chriſtendom, inſtead of -vain debate 
and ſtriving to leſſen the credit of each other, be prevailed upon with 
one conſent to ſeek more the honour of their great Maſter in Hea- 
ven, and the peace and welfare of their fellow members of the ſame 
body on earth, and to court leſs the favour, or to be dupes to the 
political purſuits and ſchemes of this world, we might ſoon hope to 
ſee a different face of Religion, and more chriſtian charity to abound, 
Were we to trace the original and progreſs of all the corruptions, 
diſputes and differences, that have ariſen on that ſcore, it might 
pofſibly appear that the ſincere, undeſigning and worthy, have been 
all along made the tools of artful and ambitious men ; who were 
far from having the intereſt of Piety and Virtue at heart, and played 
their policy to divide the body of Chriſtians ; that by ſetting them 


one againſt another, and engaging them in diſputes and contentions. 


about the way to Heaven, and the doctrines and forms of their wor- 
ſhip; they might not have will, or leiſure, or ſtrength and compact- 
neſs to attend, and afford any obſtacle to the wicked imaginations of 
the imperious and ungodly, whoſe minds were bent not upon any 
good, but to compaſs avaricious, wily, and deſtructive purpoſes ; 


and to eſtabliſh their own tyranny in their ſeveral diſtricts of power. 


Would men be wiſe in their generation, and take true pains ta 
regulate 
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regulate and reform their own minds ; to ſubdue their paſſions, and 
rectify their views, and diveſt-themſelves of ſelfiſh forwardneſs, to get 
the name and lead of a party; there would be little contention, 
much more true religion, and genuine zeal in ſerving Gop, and 
doing good each man to his neighbour. 

Where the love of Gop is in the heart, and a deſire of peace and 
harmony among men prevails, there cannot be any petulant ſtiffneſs 
to oppoſe what our ſuperiors recommend and eſtabliſh. 

It may well be preſumed that what is publicly ordained hath been 
well examined, and proved good for the community to hold faſt, 
to be preferred in conſcientious regard, beyond the dictates of pri- 


vate reaſoning and judgment. 

If then our rule and worſhip be in the way of ſalvation (and 
what adverſary can prove otherwiſe?) and hath the ſanction of Go- 
vernment, why ſhould we ſeek another ? we may miſcarry by for- 
faking it; and are ſure to accompliſh the conſummation of our bliſs 


by walking ſteadily therein. 
Can we be more than happy ? They that wander in ſtrange paths, 


cannot eaſily know the end of their journey. 

Follow not every Guide, for there are many deceivers who offer 
themſelves : he that is wiſe, will mark and avoid them (as the bleſſed 
Apoſtle directs) who make divifions in the Chriſtian Community; a 
Community where all ſhould be as one, loving Gop and ſerving. 
one another, abſtaining from the leaſt appearance of diſcord and 


evil. 
We have been long ago inſtructed, that © the kingdom of Gop, 


or ſtate of the Chriſtian Church in this world, * is like unto a field 
8 where good _ is ſown, but the enemy cometh and ſoweth 
e tares. 
I To cloſe all.— If the attacks of enemies on every ſide, the known 
and open affaults from Popiſh emiſſaries, and the deluſive methods 
of petulant and daring Enthuſiaſts, will not awaken and move; 
regard and affection to the ſafety. and flouriſhing condition of the 
ſtate wherein we hve, ſhould have weight to inculcate union and 


ſtedfaſtneſs in one approved faith and worſhip. 
The 
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The kingdom of this world, no leſs than the Kingdom and Church 
of CuR15sT, are upon the firmeſt and moſt happy baſis, where di- 
viſions and ſeparations do leaſt multiply. 

They are enemies to Government, to Society, to the Croſs of 
Cur1sT, who are turbulent, ſelf-willed, petulant, unruly and given 
to ſtrife, whatever maſk of meekneſs and piety they may wear. 

Under the gentle, plauſible and humble terms of tender con- 
ſciences, weak perſecuted brethren, ſoubaſſurance of Salvation, and 
fair pleas of better edification, have we not known vain head-ſtrong 
and evil-hearted men comprehended, ſtirring up confuſion, and 
who will yield to nothing but in their own way, and boaſt themſelves 
as zealous ſervants of the Lo Rx D, in doing the moſt abandoned 
works of darkneſs * ? 

From whence muſt the flame ariſe that burns only to confume 
peace and unity, order and love among brethren? It cannot be 


kindled from Above, but is ſurely ſet on fire of Hell, and carries to 


the dark regions thoſe who admit and receive it, ſtrange deluſion 
as a paſsport and aſſurance of bliſs. 

To add no more: the reſult of what hath been humbly offered to 
your conſideration, clearly amounts to this. That our profeſſion 
and way of worſhip will bear examination, hath arguments ſufficient 
to prove it good, pious, and reaſonable; and give it the preference 
to any oppoſition, which may ariſe from perverſeneſs and prejudice, 
from low and worldly intereſt, or the ſuggeſtions of the wicked 
One; who doth evidently work in the minds of the diſobedient, 
upſtart and refractory : He fell himſelf through vanity and an aſpir- 
ing ſpirit ; his children are manifeſt by their enmity to union, juſt 
dominion and rule. | 

What then remains, but in the ſpirit and language of the Apoſtle, 
to © hold faſt our profeſſion without wavering :” and to demonſtrate 
ourſelves found members, true ſons of the Church Eſtabliſhed, real 
friends to the Government, lovers of a Prince that loves and ſeeks 
the happineſs of his people, by a zeal for union in all godlineſs, 

through 

* See CLARENDON's Hiſtory of the Rebellion, and examine the conduct of our 
modern Reformers thereby, 


In 
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through conſtant and devout attendance on our public religious 
offices ; as the beſt means to be built up in faith and loyalty, holi- 
neſs and peace; that our adverſaries beholding our good works, in 
a converſation becoming the Goſpel, with the order and uniformity 
of our worſhip (which was delivered down to us at the expence and 
blood of our forefathers, and wherein are we wiſer than they?) may 
be moved to ſay, that our calling is of Gop, 

But if we cannot be ſo happy as to conciliate and add proſelytes 
to our Communion, or to recover them that are gone aſtray, we 
have ground for ir own good hope, that an exact and peaceable 
conformity to a Society ſo well conſtituted on earth, will not fail 
to introduce us to CaRrisT's holy Church triumphant in Heaven. 

To which Gop of his goodneſs bring us all, through the Captain 
and Author of our profeſſion, Cnxisr Jesvs the Lord; to whom 
with the Father and holy Spirit, three Perſons and one Gop, be 
rendered honour, praiſe, obedience and uniformity of worſhip, 
henceforth and for ever. AMEN, 


